FR 121 
Sermon #2 
December 11, 1973 
Ralph C. Link 

"Happy New Tear!" 

Scripture t Matthew 28 i 1-10 

Text: Matthew 28s la, "Now after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first 

day of the week," R.S.V. 

Today is Easter Sunday. Yesterday, all day, and all night people 
were gathering in the church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. They 
have been doing this for over nine centuries. These people have been 
talcing part in what is called the "Ceremony of the Holy Fire. " H. V. 
Morton tells of this in his book entitled "In His Steps." Hundreds of 
people sleep in the church. Thousands more wait outside all night for 
the supreme moment of the morning to come when the fire shall appear. 
They push and shove for places that will place them in a position to 
get their candles touched by the holy fire. The police are called in 
to preserve order, but to little or no avail. 

On each side of the tomb are round openings rimmed with stone, 
blackened by the fire of other years. Runners stand around holding 
bunches of candles. The Greek and Armenian patriarchs take their 
places at the openings, each with a torch. Suddenly in the darkness 
a burst of flame appears and the torches are ablaze. There is a mad 
rush of shrieking candle holders as they push forward to light their 
candles* All pandemonium breaks loose. Out of the tomb they rush with 
the lit candles, and into their vehicles to drive to their churches and 
to place the candles in those churches. The church bells peal out 
their joyous notes on the early morning dawn air, while added to this 
is the strange noise of wooden gongs that are beaten with strips of 
metal. 

This resembles very much our custom of watching and awaiting the 
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the arrival of the New Tear* Each December 31st thousands of people 
'it in front of their TV sets viewing Guy Lombardo and his orchestra 
playing dance music, while people dance and await the New Year. Quite 
frequently, the scene changes and shows the time remaining until mid- 
night. At a few minutes to midnight the scene in Times Square New 
York City is shown and at exactly midnight the ball drops to the bottom 
of the tower and all pandemonium breaks loose with people shouting, 
and whistling, screaming, embracing, and wishing one another a Happy 
New Tear, to the accompaniment of horns and noise makers* 

Well, today is a day of new beginnings and so let me be the first 
to wish all of you a Happy New Tear. This is the day we have all awaited. 
This is the day to which we have looked ever since Ash Wednesday marked 
the start of Lent. This is the culmination of the blood, and sweat, and 
tears of our Saviour Jesus Christ. Today, He has arisen. He is no 
longer held captive in the tomb, but is alive* 

A Moslem once remarked to a Christian missionary, "We have proof 
of the death of our prophet. When we go to Arabia we can find his 
tomb and thus show that he really lived. When you go to Jerusalem 
you cannot prove that he lived for you have no tomb." "True," re- 
plied the missionary, "We have no tomb in our religion because we 
have no corpse* Our Gospel ends not in a corpse, but in a con- 
queror. " 

Think of the impact this resurrection made upon the followers of 
Jesus. We read in our scripture how Mary Magdalene and the other Hary 
came to the tomb, "after the sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day 
of the week." Have you ever watched through the early morning hours 
and awaited the arrival of dawn? While I was in Korea very appropriately 
named "The Land of the Morning Calm," I stood guard many nights at the 
front lines, and watched the blackness of night give way to the beauti- 
ful light of dawn. To watch the sky slowly and gradually become light, 
and to see the first light of day is more breathtaking than I could 
ever possibly describe. This is literally what took place for these 
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two women. They saw the dawning of a new day, literally and figur- 

tively. The early morning hours were for these women, moments of 

grief and sorrow. But they were kours in which tkey could at least 

strive to ease their grief, "oy going to the tomfe and seeing where 

their beloved was entombed* Matthew tells us they went to see the 

sepulchre. We can well imagine their utter amazement at the events 

that took place, what with the earthquake and the stone being rolled 

away, and the angel to greet them. But it becomes all but impossible 

to imagine the surprise they must have felt when they first viewed the 

empty tomb. They certainly were not prepared for this shock. 3o it 

isn't too hard to understand why th*s angel told them not to be afraid, 

for fear was probably the first thing they experienced. A fear that 

the body of their beloved Jesus had been stolen, or carried elsewhere. 

But Just imagine their joy as they are told the glorious news that He 

has arisen is now alive, foreverraore. 

This made that day dawn just that much brighter for them. What 

was once darkness, sadness, grief and despair, had now turned to a 

lightness and brightness that nothing could ever match. What made it 

all the more bright was for them to leave the empty tomb to tell the 

disciples of their discovery and to be met by none other than Jesus 

Himself. This not only made it believable, but here was the proof, 

A minister named John Henry Jowott once told of a fellow minister 
when he said, "I know a man who always lights up the burial ser- 
vice by the wonderful way in which he reads the resurrection 
chapter in Paul's letter to the Corinthians. While he reads you 
can see and feel the morning dawning, even though you are in the 
house of the dead." 

This is what the Easter story should do for all of us. It 

should create the new and glorious dawning. When God performed the 

miracle of resurrection, it was the beginning of a New Year for many* 

It is a New Tear for all those who are in Christ. It is a day of 
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new life, of new birth. 

A Janitor was cleaning a church basement. He had hauled away load 
after load of old paint cans, and boxes, stones , scrap lumber and 
rubbish. He would have hauled out the old sofa that he found there, 
but it was toe bulky and heavy to handle alone. So he pulled it over 
against one wall, and piled bags of leftover plaster, cement and sand 
en it. One day one of the ladies of the church came to the church 
and went to the basement to get something. She noticed that the 
basement was now nice and clean and during her inspection, she saw 
the old sofa sitting against the wall. She inquired of the janitor 
as to the ownership •£ it* He told her as far as he knew it belonged 
to the church. She replied that she would like to buy it. Scorn- 
fully he asked, "Tea, and just how much will you give for that old 
piece of .junk? 11 She answered, "I'll givo $400 for it, because it 
just happens to be a French Chippendale." The Janitor uncertain as 
to what he should do, told her he would check into it. He went to 
the pastor and told him. A furniture dealer was called in and after 
examining tho sofa, told thorn it waa worth some money. An auction 
was held and the sofa was sold for $1000. 

Thus it was with Jesus. The old merthless Jewish teacher had been 
disposed of. His body was laid in the tomb and for all intents and 
purposes he was just as dead as anyone else. The people who had wanted 
his ministry ended could now breath a sigh of relief. The religious 
— leaders were probably elated, because now this blasphemer was gone* 
His followers and disciples had all disappeared. Their hopes of being 
a part of the new order were dashed to pieces. All of that talk about 
tearing down the temple and rebuilding it in three days, had been just 
that, talk. Their leader had proven to be Just a fallible as they. 
He was now dead and burled and his ministry was just a bunch of dreams 
and memories in the past. 

But what no one considered was the fact that Jesus himself had 
predicted this. He had foretold that the stone which the builders 
would reject, would become the head of the corner. That old worthless 
body was gone, and it had been replaced with the new and glorious 
risen Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The full significance of Easter is that Jesus conquered death 
and the grave and through Him we may have eternal life.; fTfc should be 
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ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
BUTLEfi, Pennsitlvani a 
EASTER SUNDAY ApRtL [^ ,97^ 

The Rev. Ralph C. Link, Pastor 
Mrs, Velma Collins - Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper - Choir Director 
Chris Campdell, Greg BoSko - Acolytes 

ORDER FOR S:00 and MtOO COVMUNION 
Prelude Music: "The Resurrection" Johnston 

''Christ Arose 11 Wilbow 

Si lent Prayer 

■Processional Hymn No. I67 "Christ the Lord ts Risen Today" 

•Ascription — Choral Amen 

*Exhortati on 

"Confession - No* I, Page k 

*Kvrie (Choir, Cqngregatton, Pastor) 

*Asqup»nce of Pardon (Choral Amen 

•PRAISE 

*PaSTOR - LORC OPEN OUR Lit PS. 

*People - And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
*DoXQL3£Y - No. 551 

Junior Choir: "On Wings of Living Light" By R. C. Wilson 

Under the Direction of Mrs. Cyndie Svsert 
Scriftuhe Lesson: Matthew 23: I — 1 
Chancel Choir: "Why Deepest Thou? He Is Risen]" 

Solo - Von Malqney, Marilyn Stephenson - piano. 
Sermon: "HAPPY NEW YEAR" 
■Gloria Patri 

*Afeirmation of our Faith (Apostles Creed) 
*Call to Prayer 

*Pastor - The Lord re with you. 
*People - And with Thy Spirit 
"Pastor - Let us Prav 
*Prayer and Prayer Response 
Offeri ns 

Offertory "At The Break of Dawn" Moore 
Communion Hymn No. 3^1 "Here, My Lord" 
*Call to Communion - Page 32 
"Euchahistic Prayer * Institution "Agnus Dei 

OLY COMMUNION - (g:00 Service - Ushfrs will escort 
vou to the Altar 



THE HOLY COMMUNION (11:00 Service in Pews - 

Please retain elements and commune with Pastor) 
"Prayer of Thanksgiving - Choral Amen 
*Hvmn of Dedication No. IS5 "The Day of Resurrection" 
*Benemct(qn and Three-Fold Amen 
Organ Pqstluoe "AlleluliaI AlleluliaJ" 
~ ~ - - - - "Congregation Standing ------___ 

~^> We invite all Christians regarolesb of denomi nation, 

TO PARTAKE OF THE UiRtj's SuPPER WITH US, 

Rlease fill out a Communion card so that our Church's 

RECORDS ARE ACCURATE. YqU WILL FIND THEM IN THE 
RECEPTACLE ON THE HACK OF THE PEWS. 
If VISITORS WILL PUT EITHER THE NAME AND ADDRESS CF 
THEIR CHURCH, OR THEIR PaStoh ON THE BACK OF THE 

communion cart% it will be forwarded. 
The Elders anp Dfacone will serve as Ushers today. 
Elder and Mrs. Paul Camrhell will represent Council 

at the door today. 
Mrs. Barpara Vargo and Miss Karen Kennedy will be in 
Nursery today. 
.JI^JHqbpi tali zed: Mrs. Betty Filson - SCMH; 

Mr. George B. Eichhorn - Allegheny General Hospital. 
We wish to congratulate Mr, & Mrs, Guv E. Wiles on 
their 50th Weooing Anniversary. Thev were married 
April 1 6, I92U rv Rev. 0. T. Mover of St. Pauls United 
Church of Christ (Reformed) of Sugar Creek Twp. 
Armstrong Co. Mrs. Wiles has been a patient at 
Sunnvview Hospital since August 1973* 



8HUT-IN PLEASE CONTACT 



YlLL MEET 




If you know of anyone who 

the Pastor. 
MONDAY - 7:30 - FIDELITY BIBLE CLASS 
WEDNESDAY - 8: On - GOLDEN CIRCLE 
THURSDAY - 10:00 a.m. - MARY MARTHA CIRCLE 

at the Church for Rehcrsal. 
THURS. - 7:00 - BUTLER COUNCIL OF CHURCHES MEETING - 

First United Methodist Church, 
the attendance last sunday was 313 
-we welcome all those who visit v i th us today in the 

NAME OF THE RISEN LORD. We HOPE YOU WILL SIGN OUR 
GUEST REGISTER ON THE LEFT SIDE Of THE NAVE. 



SINKISE SESYICE - EASIER SINDAT APRIL 5, 199* - 7:00 A.M. 
COMfTOITT 1HLE CHIRCH - SACIAHCRE, PA. 

FRELIDE 

«RE»TINGS/JOTS/ANNriNCEMENTS 

, ,AKTAST AFTER SERYIE THIS MORNINS, NO CHARSE - FREE-WIL 

CFFERIS8 IF CASE TO CONTRIBUTE 

CKIKCH SERYICE AT 9:50 FCLLOWINS 1REAKFA5T 
THE LORD'S SIPPES AT 9:W SERTICE 

ASCRIPTION 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

HOW IS CHRIST RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND BECOME THE FIRST 
FRITTS Of THEN THAT SLEPT. 
THANKS IE TO BOD, WHO 8IYETK »S THE YTCTORY 
THH0I8H ONR LORD JESIS CHRIST! 
•HYMN 

OfTERINO /PRATER 
•DOXOLOW 
HORNINS PRATER 
HTMN 

SCRIPTIRE: MATTHEW P*;l-10 

SERMON: "H4FFT TOW TEAR" - ST, FAYL'K, 1ITLKR k/lk/lk 
•HYMN 

■=->:-""ITION 
•POSTLIDE 



SCRIP: IB ?8:1-10; SRH: "HAFPT. NEW TEAR" 

(ILIS CH Or HOLT SEPILCRE.JERI l EASTR EYE A AWAIT EASTER DAWN) 
SIMLAR SCISTCM OT AWAIT NEW TRS DAT 
THIS 1ST DAT NI 1E9INS (• LET ME 1 1ST WISH I-HARPT NEW TEAR 
TIT'S DAT LON« AWAIT in HISTRT % SPECILT IN 1IF JS XP 
K CILMINATIN OF ILID/SWfiFT/TEAR 01R SAYIOS JS XP 
•El LNiFHELD CAPTIY IN TONl-HE ALTY-HE IS RISEN 
(ILIS MOSIEN I XFIAN NISSINAST A10IT T0M13) 
YS 1-THINK IMPACT IPON THAlYS THE?, WOMN 
HAY I EYF WATCHD THPT TH/EBLT MORN KRS «, AWAIT ARIYL OP DAWH?»1 
IIUS STAND SARD KOREA -TH/LAND OK TH/MOHWHa CALK) 
THEZ WOKN LITRLT/ET8IRTIYLT SAW DAWN OK NI DAT 
YSS 2-^.THINK IMPACT ON THEM,TH/SHOK,AHAZKENT 

ANT FEARS THET HAD WEP QIIKLT PIT WEST IT AN8LS WORK 
YSS ■5-7.THINK OF THIS TERIFIC NEWS THET WER HEAMNB 

HOW Win IT AFECT IT? JOT, INSFKAIL JOT 
YS 8.1 LIK HOW MT SATS IT."DEFA»TED 3IIKLY" 

HE SATS IT COSECTLT AT END OF YER?»HAND DID FIN" 
1¥T WHAT BAPFN AS fO FTEL DISCIFSTTT 
YS 9.TH/DAT NOW DAWND THAT MICH 1RITH kTHEN 

THET CAM *TOM W/SADNES/PESPAIH I NOW SLIM TIHN PJOT 
(ILIS MINISTER WHO "LITES IP TH/IIRIAL SEPTIC") 
THIS IS WAT EASTS STORT SHTD DC *EACH OF IS 

IT IS A DAT OK JOT OF NI IIRTH.OF HAY TREA31R WCF.L IAMTDIFLICA1 
(ILIS OLE SOFA * TH/INKNOWN FAME OK IT) 
THIS WAS JS 
AN OLD/WOHTHLES JEWISH TEACRF UN DISPOSD OF 
HE WAS PIT PDETH.1IRIED *■ OIT OK HAHK'S WAT 
TH/F.ELI8 LDRS % 0T3RS WANT HIM OIT OF WAT IREATH SIM RELIEF 
THIS 1LASHEMR WAS SON.& DISCIPS/KOLLOWHS HAD DISAFEASD 
TALK OF HI ORDH.IILD TEMFL M»TS ETC HAS JIS TALK, TALK, TALK 
LD? DED.i HIS TALK JIS IIMCH DREAMS/HENRIES IN TH/PAST 
| T FIL SIBNir OF ALL THIS IS THAT JS RKSIR NENT POSIIL THAT 
i.iER IS A RESIRECTIN %, LIF >TON THIS ONE 
•■ALL ILIETHS THIS SHIDI SORC JOT I THANKSGIT 
IT SHID FT IS 2WAT AWAIT IS AT CLOS THIS LI F 
(ILIS MISSIONARY, FAMLI IN POHTMAL 1 "ALL SAFELT NOME") 
WAT A CAIS "tCELIRATIN 
JS MADE FOSII JCHOS FR/DARKXES 2DAWM 
FR/DETH ?LIF, TR/OLD F«£W 
SO SHIDI "NAPFT NEW TEAI" THIS EASTER * EYRT EASTER 
JS XF IS RISEN JDAT, ALLELIIS & AMEN!!! 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



